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OBSERVATIONS 


THE EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND 

FOE THE YEAR 1S99. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE HENRY, EARL CADOGAN, E.G., 

•fee., &C., ifec., 


LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

Mat it please your Excellency, 

I have the honour to submit detailed Tables regarding Emigration from Ireland 
during the year 1899, showing by Sexes, the ages, occupations, and civil or conjugal 
condition of the Emigrants, with the ports at which they embarked, and their intended 
destinations. 

The number of Emigrants who left Irish ports in 1S99 was 43,760, or 97 per 1,000 
of the estimated population of Ireland in the middle of the year, being an increase of 
9,895 as compared with the number in 1S98. The number of males who emigrated last 
year was 20,568, or 5,303 more than in the previous year, and of females, 23,192, an 
increase of 4,592. 

Of the 43,760 Emigrants in 1899, 41,232 Were natives of Ireland, and 2,528 were 
persons belonging to other countries. Compared with the corresponding numbers for 
1898, the number of Emigrants, natives of Ireland, shows an increase of 8,991 and, the 
number of persous belonging to other countries, an increase of 904. 

The following Table (I.) gives the number of Emigrants from each province 
in 189S and 1899, by sexes, with the increase in the latter year. Of the 41,232 natives 
of Ireland who left the country last year, 3,542, or 3'0 per 1,000 of the population of the 
Province in 1891, were from Leinster; 15,758, or 13'4 per 1,000, from Munster; 
8,701, or 5’4 per 1,000, from Ulster; and 13,231, or 1S‘4 per 1,000, from Connaught— 
the total number being equal to S'8 per 1,000 of the population of Ireland in 1891. 

Comparing 1899 with 1S98, Leinster exhibits an increase of 202, Munster an increase 
of 2,745, Ulster an increase of 3,124, and Connaught an increase of 2,920 emigrants. 


Table I. — Showing the number of Emigrants from each Province during 1898 and 1899, 
and the increase in the latter year. 



Males. 

Females. 

1 

Total, j 

Emiorahts from 

18 98. 

1899. 

Increase 
in 1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

Increase 
in 1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

Increase 

m f Lei uster, 
S 1 Munster, 

1,760 

5,922 

1,821 

7,372 

61 

1,450 

1,580 

7,091 

1,721 

8,386 

141 

1,295 

3,310 

13,013 

3,542 

15,758 

202 

2,745 

§ 1 Ulster, 

P-< l Connaught, 

2,597 

3,751 

4,366 

5,062 

1,769 

1,311 

2,980 

6,560 

4,335 

8,169 

1,355 

1,609 

5,577 

10,311 

S.701 

13,231 

3,124 

2,920 

Total — Natives of Ireland, . 

14,030 

18,621 

4,591 

18,211 

22,611 

4,400 

32,241 

41,232 

8,991 

Persons belonging to other 
Countries, 

1,235 

1,947 

712 

3S9 

581 

192 

1,624 

2,528 

904 

General Total, . . j 13,265 

20,568 

5,303 

18,600 

23,192 

4,592 

3,865 

43,760 

9,895 


A 2 


Emigration 
from Irish 
Porta. 
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4 EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1S99. 

The total number nf Emigrants — n-iti»vs Irelon ’? — who left Irish ports from the 

1st of May. I S.j 1 (the date at which the collection of these returns commenced), to the 
3lst of December. 1599, is 3,790.131, — 1,9$ L, 443 males and 1,814, GSS females. The 
number for each year is given in the following Table (II.). from which it appears that the 
highest number in any one year was 190,322 in 1852, and the lowest. 32,241, in 1898. 
In the decade, from 1SGG to IS 75. the average annual number of Emigrants was 
74,607 ; in the decade, 1S56 to 1565, the average number per annum amounted 
to 88,272, and in the four preceding years, from 1S52 to 1855, the number averaged 
148,985 annually. In 1876 the number fell to 37.537, the lowest number for any of 
the 26 years, 1851-76. After 1876 it increased steadily, but slowly, for three years to 
33,503 in 1S77, 41.124 in 1S78, and 47,065 in 1379. In 1830 the number rose to 95,517, 
but it fell to 78,417 in 18S1. In 1882, however, an increase of 10,719 took place, and 
there was a further increase in 1883. in which year the emigrants amounted to 108,724 ; 
then a decrease of 32.661 took place in 1834 compared with 1SS3, and a decrease of 
13,329 in 1SS5 compared with ls34, followed by an increase of 1,101 in 1886, and a 
further increase of 19. 7c 3 in 13S7, in which year the number was S2.923. After 1S87 
there was a gradual annual decline to 35.895. in 1S94; in 1895 the number rose to 
48,703 ; it then fell to 38,995 in 1896, to 32,535 in 1897, and to 32,241 in 1898, and (as 
before stated) it rose to 41.232 in 1S99. 


Table II. — Showing the Number of Emigrants — Natives of Ireland — in each year 
from the 1st of May, 1851,* to the 31st of December, 1899. 


Years. 


No. of 
Emigrants. 

Years. 

No. of 
Emigrants. 

Years. 

No. of 
Emigrants. 

Years. 

No. of 
Emigrants. 

1851,07511 

') 

152,060 

1864, . 

114,100 

1877, . 

38,503 

1890. . 

61,313 

1852, . 


190,322 

1865, . 

101,497 

1S78, . 

41,124 

1891, . 

59,623 

1853, . 

1854, . 


173,148 

1366, . 

99.4G7 

1879, . 

47,065 

1892, . 

50,867 


140,555 

1867, . 

80,624 

I860, - 

95,517 

1893, . 

4S,147 

1855, . 


91,914 

1868, . 

61,018 

1881, . 

78,417 

1894, . 

35,895 

1S56, . 


90,731 

JSG9, . 

66,56S 

1SS2, . 

89,136 

1895, . 

48,703 

1857, . 


95,081 

1870, . 

74,855 

1883. . 

108,724 

1896, . 

38,995 

185S, . 


64,337 

1871, . 

71,240 

1884, . 

75,863 

1897, . 

32,535 

1859, . 


80,599 

1872, . 

78,102 

1885, . 

62,034 

189S, . 

32,241 

1860, . 

1861, . 


84,621 

64,292 

1873, . 

1874, . 

90,149 

73.184 

1886, . 
1887, . 

63,135 

82,923 

1899, . 

41,232 

1862, . 
1863, . 


70,117 

117,229 

1875, . 
1S76, . 

51,462 

37,587 

1888, . 
1889, . 

78,684 

70,477 

Total, 

3,796,131 


* The date at which the collection of these Returns commenced. 


The succeeding Table (III.) is in continuation of one published annually for some 
years past, and gives the number and sex of the Emigrants from each county and 
province from the 1st of May, 1351, to the 31st of December, 1S99. For purposes of 
comparison of the several counties and provinces the per-eentage of emigrants to the 
populationf is also shown. 

From this Table it appears that during the above period 3,838,156 persons emigrated 
from Irish ports. Of these, 3,796,131 were natives of Ireland, and 42,025 were persons 
belonging to other countries. The former number (3,796,131,) is equivalent to 
6S'6 per cent, of the average population;! Munster having contributed 1,328,956 
persons, being equal to 9 1'3 per cent, of the average population of the province; 
Connaught, 602,379, or 697 per cent.; Ulster, 1,074,776, or 58'9 per cent.; and 
Leinster, 679,352, equivalent to 48'9 per cent, of its average population.! In 110,668 
cases the county from which the persons came was not specified in the returns ; 
since 1876, however, this information has been given in every case, with the exception 
of 53 in 1880. r 

t Calculated on an average of the Census Numbers for 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881, and 1891. 


[Table. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1899. 5 

Table III. — Showing by Sexes, the Number of Emigrants from each Province and 
County, from the 1st of May, 1851. to the 31st of December, 1899, with the Ratio 
to the average Population.* 


Province of Leinster. 

Carlow County, . 

Dublin ,, • . 

Kiltlare „ . • 

Kilkenny „ 

King’s „ • 

Longford „ 

Louth, and Drogheda, County of Town, 
Meath County, . 

Queen’s „ 

Westmeath „ 

Wexford ,, 

Wicklow „ 


52,900 

16.425 

15,584 | 

32,009 i 

60-5 

412,912 

61,751 

49.081 

110,832 

268 

83,413 

19,729 

16,019 

35,748 

429 

116,040 

37.734 

35,289 

73,023 

62-9 

83,431 

29,697 

28.068 

57,765 

69-2 

66,482 

28,286 

37,409 

55,695 

83-8 

SG.295 

20,704 

21,772 

42,476 

49-2 

102.23S 

33,817 

30,S04 

64.621 

63-2 

84,030 

28,240 

28,127 

56,367 

67-1 

83,639 

26,638 

23,488 

50,126 

59-9 

138,510 

37,720 

33,954 

71,674 

51-7 

79,335 

16,184 

12,832 

29,016 

36-6 

1,389,231 

350,925 

322,427 

i 679,352 

48-9 


Province of Munster. 


Clare County, 
Cork „ 

Kerry „ 

Limerick „ 
Tipperary „ 
Waterford „ 


15S,o69 

72,984 

76,100 

149,084 

94 0 

529,889 1 

255,162 

236,770 

491,932 

92-8 

203,436 

103,797 

103,989 

207,786 

102-1 

202,207 

89,738 

87,154 

176,892 

87-5 

234,454 

105,418 

9S,S9S 

204,316 

87-1 

126,617 

53,379 

45,567 

98,946 

78-1 

1,435,232 

680,478 

618,478 

1,328,956 

91-3 


Province of Ulster. 


I Antrim County, 
Armagh „ 
Cavan ,, 
Donegal „ 
Down „ 

[ Fermanagh „ 

I Londonderry „ 

| Monaghan „ 

3 Tyrone „ 



144,5SS 

104.766 

249,354 

631 

174,425 

52.3.39 

41,281 

93,620 

53-7 

142,059 

56,084 

54,384 

! 110,468 

77-8 

220,527 

64,848 

56,581 

121,429 

55-1 

294,078 

82,476 

54,862 

137,338 

46-7 

94,810 

27,642 

26,253 

53,895 

56-8 


57,488. 

44.423 

101,911 

5S-7 


38,184 

35,181 

73,365 

64-1 

215,821 

71,031 

62,365 

133,396 1 

61-8 

1,824,846 j 

594,680 

4S0.096 

1,074,776 i 

5S-9 


Province of Connaught. 


Galway County, . 
Leitrim „ 

Mayo „ 

Roscoramou „ 

Sligo „ 



260,069 
96.239 
247, 7C4 
143,880 
115,700 

94,295 

36,335 

72,903 

49,286 

34,775 

Total, 



S63.652 

287,594 


County unspecified, 


Total — Natives of Ireland, 


48,902 110,668 


1,981,443 1,814,688 3,796.131 


Persons belonging to other Countries i who 
embarked at Irish Parts from. 1 858 to 
1899, inclusive, . 


General Total, . 


_ 29,147 12,878 42,025 

5,532,961 2^10,590 1,827.566 3,838,156 


* Based on rhe Census Returns o7 L6S1, 1861. 1871, 1881, tad 1891. 
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6 EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1899. 

The ages of the Emigrants are given by Provinces in the following Table (IV.), from 
which it appears that S2-9 per cent, of the persons who left Ireland in 1899 were 
between the ages of fifteen and thirty-five years, the percentage over that age being 
9 ‘4, and of children under fifteen years 77 : in one case the age was unspecified. 
The corresponding percentages in 1898 for the three age-periods given above were 82 - 3, 
lO'S, and 7 - 4 respectively. The percentage of the Emigrants in 1897 who were from 
fifteen to thirty-five years of age was S3'0 ; in 1S96 the percentage was S37 ; in 1895 it 
was 847 ; in IS94, S31 ; in 1S93, S5-0 ; in 1892, 83’2; in 1891, 82-5 ; in 1890, 81*0; 
in 1SS9, 79-7; in 1SSS, 80-1; in 1887, 79'S;in 1886,78-1; in 1885, 75 2; in 1884, 70-5; 
in 1S83, 67’9 ; in 1882, 74 - S; in 1881, 76-0 ; and in 1880, 757 percent. 

Table IV. — Showing the Number and Ages of Emigrants from each Province and from 
all Ireland during 1899, also the proportion per cent, at each age-period. 


an.l upwards, 
;e not specified 

Total, . 


| Wav 


p 

N umber 







period. 

74 

203 

0- 5 

1- 3 

4 1!) 

o.ris 

<5*1-7 

4,223 

20S 

040 

4-0 

*95 

1-8 

0-6 

83 

1 

0-5 

15,758 

100- 


Number j tion pe 
of cent, a 
Persons, leach agi 


[Countrie: 


On pages 8 and 9 will be found a Table showing the ages of persons who emigrated from 
each county, and o f persons belonging to other countries who embarked at Irish ports 
distinguishing the sexes and conjugal condition. The only quinquennial age-periods in 
which the females greatly outnumbered the males are those between fifteen and twenty 

5 was 
i males. 

n ouuiuw ui uuou. male and 

female emigrants— the persons of this age forming 44’3 per cent, of the entire number 
ot emigrants. 

Of the 20,568 males who emigrated, 2,300, or 11-2 per cent., were returned as married 
men or widowers, and of the 23,192 females enumerated, 2,845, or 12 3 per cent, were 
described as married or widowed. Of the 19,373 persons between the acres of 20 and 
25 years, 151 only were married — 25 males and 126 females. 

Of the 41,232 natives of Ireland who emigrated in 1S99, 37,091, or 90-0 per cent, 
went to the Colonies or to Foreign Countries; and 4,111, or 10'0 per cent., to Great 
Britain, the united totates ot America absorbed 35,433, or 85-9 per cent, of the 
number of these emigrants in 1S99, compared with an average of 34 282 or 89‘9 per 
■cent for the four preceding years. The number of emigrants to New Zealand which 
had fallen from 322 m 1SS7 to 87 in 18S8, rose to 90 in 1839, and to 126 in 1890 and 

also showed a small increase in 1891, when 115 persons left for that Colonv but' it fell 

5° 9J ” 1893 : ” ,894 ’ St rose “S am *° 114 ’ * fel^ gradually to 

to 3(1 10 1898 but rose to 56 m 1899. Emigration to Canada shows a decrease in 1899 

compared with 1898, the numbers being 397 in 1S99, and 456 in 1898 The emigrants 
to Australia numbered 1,005 in 1899, against 837 in 1898, 676 in 1897 545 in°189fi 
629 ill 1895, 457 ill 1S94, 511 ill 1893, 1,216 in 1892, 1,821 in 1891, 2 338 in 189o’ 

3 038 m 1389, 3 110 m 1888, and 3,896 in 18S7. The 200 persons who went to 
_ (Other Countries last year, include 3 who went to France, 2 to Guernsey, 158 to 
South Africa, and 18 to Buenos Ayres. J 

Of the 35,433 emigrants to the United States in 1899, Munster contributed 14 579 - 
rteTnnflb 'l *f U ’ rn t T Ster 2 ’ 636 ' L3iaster contributed 353 of 
»57 out 5 oT h a totaf’oA'?^ ’ a ' U1 ‘ ter furmslled the lar g est contingent to Canada— 

As before stated, 4,141^ natiims of Ireland left Ireland in 1899 with the intention of 


-- „ r- me iiumuer who went to England and Wales were Ulster 

p’,f nd ^ 1 ' 5 9 S wil ° went to Scotland, no less than 1,226 were also from Ulster 

4n9 of these being natives of the County of Antrim. Ulster, 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1S99. 7 

It may be well to add that the enumerators are instructed to make a return for each 
passenger ship which may sail from any port within their district, and that by “ emiorant” 
is to be understood a person who leaves Ireland with the intention of settling permanently 
elsewhere. 

Table V. — Showing the Destinations of the Emigrants — Natives of Ireland — who left 
during the years 1895, 1896, 1897, 1898, and 1899; the estimated Population in the 
middle of each of those years ; the Ratio of Emigrants to the Population ; and the 
Proportion per cent, of the total number of Emigrants who left for each Destination. 




To the C 

Ionics and 

'oreigo Co 

entries. 


To Great Britain. 


Estimated 

Population 

each Year. 

Ratio of 

years. 

America 

(United 

Australia. 

New 

Zealand. 

Canada. 

Other 

Countries. 

Total. 

England 

Wales. 

Scotland. 

Total. 

General 

Emigrants 

I?00CUf 
tho Popu- 

1895 

45,298 

629 

93 

732 

196 

46,948 

1,107 

648 

1,755 

48,703 

4,574,764 

10-6 

1S9G 

35,216 

545 

77 

654 

589 

37,081 

1,272 

642 

1,914 

38,995 

4,560,378 

8-5 

1897 

28,760 

676 

61 

397 

360 

30,254 

1,454 

827 

2,281 

32,535 

4,551,723 

71 

1898 

27,855 

837 

36 

456 

248 

29,432 

1,667 

1,142 

2,809 

32,241 

4,543,773 

7-1 

1899 

35,433 

1,005 

56 

397 

200 

37,091 

2,633 

1,508 

4,141 

41,232 

4,531,051 

91 






Proportion 

n 





1895 

93-0 

1-3 

02 

1-5 

0-4 

96-4 


1-3 

3-6 

100- 

_ 

_ 

1896 

90-3 

1-4 

0-2 

1-7 

1-5 

95-1 


1-fi 

4-9 

ion- 

- 

- 

1897 

88-4 

2-1 

0-2 

1-2 

1-1 

930 


2-5 

70 

100- 

- 

- 

1898 

86-4 

2-6 

0-1 

1-4 

0-8 

91-3 


3-5 

8-7 

100- 

- 

- 

1899 

85-9 

2-4 

01 

1 0 

0-5 

89-9 


3-7 

10-1 

100- 

- 

- 


A Table showing the destinations of the emigrants in 1899, the population in 1891, 
and the ratio of emigrants to every 1,000 of the population for each county and 
province, is given at page 12. 

A' Table showing the occupations and ages of the emigrants of each sex in 1899 will be 
found on pages 10-11. From this it will be seen that of the 18,830 males aged 15 years, 
and upwards, 14,620, or 77‘6 per cent., were returned as “ labourers, ’’ and of the 21,543 
females of these ages, 17,748, or 82'4 per cent., were entered as “servants.” 

In conclusion, I beg to state that it affords me much gratification to inform your Excel- 
lency that those members of the Royal Irish Constabulary and the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police who were selected as Enumerators of the Emigration Statistics, discharged this 
duty with their usual efficiency. 


I have the honour to be 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 

ROBERT E. MATHESON, 

Registrar- General. 

General Register Office, 

Charlemont House, Dublin , 

16th March , 1900. 


Conclusion, 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1899. 


Detailed Tables. 

Table allowing, by Sexes, the Number and Ages of Persons who Emigrated from Ireland during the 
Tear 1S09, distinguishing the Conjugal Condition of Adults. 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, LS99. 


9 


I .Table showing, by Sexes, the Number and Ages of Persons who emigrated from Ireland during the Year 

1899, distinguishing the Conjugal Condition of Adults — continued. 



B 
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EMIGRATION STATISTICS OF IRELAND, 1SS9. 


HI* — T-yele showing the Destinations of the Emigrants — Natives of Ireland— from each County and 
Province during the year 1809, and the number of Emigrants to every 1,000 of the (1891) 
Population. 


King's, 

Longford, . 

Louth, and Drogheda 
Couuty of Town, 
-Meath, . 


V,. » I Other 

Australia 2ra | anii Canada.; Couii- Total. 



Total of Leinster, . I 2,626 



Total of Connaught, 12,784 213 


Total, Natirti of Ireland, 1 35,433 1,005 1 36 | 397 
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Dublin Castle, 

19 th March, 1900. 


Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 16th instant, forwarding, 
for submission to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, the Emigration Statistics of 
Ireland for the year 1899. 

1 am, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. B. DOUGHERTY.. 

The Registrar-General, 

Charlemont House, 

Rutland Square. 
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